
§ 1302.15 Enrollment. 

(a) Funded enrollment. A program must maintain its funded enrollment level and fill any vacancy

as soon as possible. A program must fill any vacancy within 30 days.

(b) Continuity of enrollment. (1) A program must make efforts to maintain enrollment of eligible

children for the following year.

(2) Under exceptional circumstances, a program may maintain a child's enrollment in Head Start

Preschool for a third year, provided that family income is verified again. A program may maintain

a child's enrollment in Early Head Start as described in § 1302.12(j)(2).

(3) If a program serves homeless children or children in foster care, it must make efforts to

maintain the child's enrollment regardless of whether the family or child moves to a different

service area, or transition the child to a program in a different service area, as required in §

1302.72(a), according to the family's needs.

(c) Reserved slots. If a program determines from the community assessment there are families

experiencing homelessness in the area, or children in foster care that could benefit from services,

the program may reserve one or more enrollment slots for pregnant women and children

experiencing homelessness and children in foster care, when a vacancy occurs. No more than

three percent of a program's funded enrollment slots may be reserved. If the reserved enrollment

slot is not filled within 30 days, the enrollment slot becomes vacant and then must be filled in

accordance with paragraph (a) of this section.

(d) Other enrollment. Children from diverse economic backgrounds who are funded with other

sources, including private pay, are not considered part of a program's eligible funded enrollment.

(e) State immunization enrollment requirements. A program must comply with state immunization

enrollment and attendance requirements, with the exception of homeless children as described in

§ 1302.16(c)(1).

(f) Voluntary parent participation. Parent participation in any program activity is voluntary,

including consent for data sharing, and is not required as a condition of the child's enrollment.

(g) User-friendly enrollment process. A program must regularly examine their enrollment

processes and implement any identified improvements to streamline the enrollment experience

for families.
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